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UC Comes to You

Highlights seminar condenses conference

If you missed this year's ESRI International User Conference, you

can now learn how to capitalize on new tools, functionality, and
resources in ArcGIS 9.3.1, find out what is coming in ArcGIS 9.4, and
learn about GeoDesign at a free half-day seminar. Until November 10,
2009, ESRI International User Conference 2009 Highlights seminars
will be held in cities across the United States. Visit www.esri.com/
uchighlights to register.

Learning and Sharing
Continued from page 35

land mines in areas of civil conflict such as Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
Sri Lanka.

Dr. Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan received the Making a Difference
Award because “He makes an enormous difference because of the
integration of remote sensing into GIS and also the tremendous focus
he has created on applications,” said ESRI president Jack Dangermond
when presenting the award. Kasturirangan, an esteemed space scientist,
spearheaded the development and use of Indian Remote Sensing (IRS)
satellites. He is also a member of the Indian Parliament and former
chairman of the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO).

For his more than 25 years of involvement in GIS education and
project implementation, Dr. Henk J. Scholten received the Lifetime
Achievement Award. He was one of the first adopters of GIS technology
in the world and is a prolific author of books on spatial analysis.

The extraordinary enterprise system built by CenterPoint Energy was
recognized with the Enterprise Application Award. GIS manager Cindi
Salas accepted the award. CenterPoint, the third largest public utility in
the United States, has built approximately 80 applications that support
many different aspects of the company’s operations.

The State of Maryland has also adopted GIS as the foundation for
its operations, and it received the President’s Award for its use of GIS
to make government work more effectively. Maryland Governor Martin
O’Malley accepted the award on behalf of the state. In his address,
O’Malley noted, “Those of us who believe in the progressive power of
GIS believe that in using the map, in using smart maps to strengthen our
connections to one another, we have the potential to change the course
of a city’s history, to change the course of a state’s history, to change
the course of our country’s history, and maybe even the course of the
planet’s history.”

Inspiration
This year’s conference had two fascinating but very different keynote
speakers: Hernando de Soto and Willie Smits.

Called the world’s greatest living economist by former U.S.
President Bill Clinton, de Soto explained the importance of cadastral
systems in the developing world and his belief that land information
records are the foundation for a civil society.
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The second keynote speaker was Willie Smits, a biologist who chairs
the Masarang Foundation, a nonprofit organization that works to restore
the forests and empower the local people in eastern Borneo. In 2007, the
organization opened a palm-sugar factory that uses thermal energy to
turn sugar palms into sugar and ethanol and returns cash and power to
the community.

The good works of 150 of the approximately 300,000 organizations
that use ESRI software were recognized with Special Achievement in
GIS awards presented in a ceremony held on July 16.

These users are improving processes and adding to capabilities in
many areas. As Dangermond noted during his address to the Plenary
Session, “You're building at the same time a kind of information
infrastructure, which is a new chapter I think in the history of the world.
It’s creating a new kind of information which is powerful that I think
will lay down the fabric for creating a more sustainable future.”
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