Space-Time Integration in GIS and GIScience

Every year, the Association of American Geog-
raphers (AAG) identifies a particularly timely
or relevant set of themes to feature during its
Annual Meeting. Last year, an overriding
theme was climate change, for example, and
previous years have included featured sessions
on topics such as human rights, landscape and
literature, sustainable development in Africa,
and the geography of water.

A special symposium focused on the re-
search status, recent advances, and research
needs of space-time integration, modeling,
and analysis in geography and GIScience
will be organized within the AAG Annual
Meeting in Seattle, Washington, April 1216,
2011. This special set of invited papers will
feature many leading GIScience researchers
from Asia and Europe, as well as from other
regions of the world, and will form a high-
profile international symposium within the
AAG Annual Meeting.

Space-time analysis is a rapidly grow-
ing research frontier in geography, GIS, and
GIScience. Advances in integrated GPS/GIS
technologies; the availability of large datasets
(over time and space); and increased capac-
ity to manage; integrate, model, and visualize
complex data in (near) real time offer the GIS
and geography communities extraordinary op-
portunities to begin to integrate sophisticated
space-time analysis and models in the study
of complex environmental and social systems,
from climate change to infectious disease
transmission.

This special symposium builds on mo-
mentum from a space-time analysis workshop
cosponsored by the AAG, Esri, University of
Redlands, and University of Southern Califor-
nia in early 2010, as well as several other ini-
tiatives during the past few years. GIScientists,
geographers, modelers, computer program-
mers, GPS/GIS systems scientists, climate
change scientists, epidemiologists, ecologists,
planners, transportation experts, and others
with active research expertise in integrating
space-time in GIS and geography are encour-
aged to participate in this special symposium.

The symposium will open with plenary ses-
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sions led by prominent theorists and pioneers in space-time
GIScience and technology research.

In addition to the Space-Time GIScience Research Sym-
posium, other special themes of the AAG Seattle meeting
will include session tracks focused on Asian geographies
and research collaborations; geography and public health;
diversifying our discipline; and the changing role of univer-
sities in today’s globalizing societies. These and hundreds
of other cutting-edge research and education sessions and
workshops will be held at the Seattle meeting. The AAG
Annual Meeting, with over 8,000 attendees from more
than 60 countries, represents one of the most dynamic, sub-
stantive, and innovative GIScience research and scholarship
events in the world.
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