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Do you feel the processes are sufficient or effective?  
 
Over the last year we are beginning to see that there are some gaps in information, or there are 
some questions about the quality or the correctness of the information that's being maintained 
inside our systems. 
 
United States Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood recently launched a national pipeline safety 
initiative to repair and replace the aging pipelines and hopefully to prevent any type of future 
catastrophic incidents. He called upon US pipeline owners and operators to conduct a 
comprehensive review of their own pipelines to identify areas that they think are of high risk and 
to accelerate the repairs and replacement work inside of those areas. You know he's also talking 
about changing the civil penalties for violations, and to put in a DOT pipeline safety action plan 
that will address concerns such as ensuring pipeline operators know the aging condition of their 
pipelines, proposing new regulations to strengthen the existing reporting, and inspection 
requirements, and making information about pipelines and the safety record of the pipeline 
operators accessible to the public.  
 
In the electric industry, and probably a lesser extent the water industry, there is a recognition, at 
least at the federal level, that the data that is managed by infrastructure companies perhaps is not 
as good as it could be. The process itself of calculating risk is well defined by electric 
transmission and electric distribution. What they do not always look at is the impact of 
something outside their control such as weather, earthquakes, mudslides, or lightning strikes. 
Those factors may increase the risk of failure especially when combined with internal factors 
such as age, reliability, operating conditions, and load conditions.  
 
 
Thank you very much Bill, and for future inquests, Bill’s e-mail address is Ubmeehan@esri.comU 
 

mailto:bmeehan@esri.com�

