
A Force for Good 
Geospatial app developers are “Great, bright lights”  
for positive change
By Carla Wheeler, ArcWatch Editor

Esri president Jack Dangermond told 
an audience of app developers that the geo-
spatial solutions they are building today are 
a “positive force’’ for solving the problems 
faced by society and their organizations.
 “The world is not in a good place right 
now, don’t you agree?” Dangermond said 
in his opening remarks to attendees of the 

2016 Esri Developer Summit (DevSummit) 
in Palm Springs, California. “If you look at 
the challenges that we are facing—from cli-
mate change to social conflict to the need 
to be more efficient in our organizations 
to overpopulation—it’s daunting. One of 
the great, bright lights for me is actually 
you and your creativity and your ability to 

take this technology—GIS—and leverage 
it into solutions that address these kinds of 
challenges.”
 Dangermond also touched on the swift 
technological advances that will drive geo-
spatial app creation in the future. 
 “This is an amazing year for Esri, and 
I hope it’s an amazing year for you,” 
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Developer’s Corner

You can count 
on me, and you 
can count on 
everybody at Esri 
to support you 
and what you do.”

“

Dangermond said. “The platform—from 
my experience and my 50 years of doing 
this kind of work—there’s never been any-
thing like it. The opportunity to extend and 
expand and be creative with the kinds of 
tools that are coming down the pathway 
and are already here is unparalleled.”
 As a 2006 ArcUser article noted, Esri 
launched the DevSummit with three goals 
in mind: to gather feedback from develop-
ers so that Esri could better support them, 
to share information, and to build a GIS 
development community. The DevSummit 
has stayed true to those goals over the past 
decade, helping thousands of developers 
create their own apps for their organiza-
tions by using Esri technology. 
 “This is an extendable and open architec-
ture by design for developers,” Dangermond 
said. “We design it as a platform that’s ex-
tendable and interoperable and standards 
based for our own use and, at the same time, 
document it and make it available for devel-
opers like yourselves to extend and leverage.”
 Dangermond also told developers to do 
more than drink from the fire hose of “awe-
some technology” during the summit. He 
encouraged them to meet new people and 
bounce ideas off each other. 
 “I don’t know how you learn, but the way 
I learn is through friendship,” he said. “How 
do you interpret [new information]? It’s 
really through other people’s experiences 
and sharing. I want you to build and rein-
force this as a community, a friendship net-
work that you can count on. You can count 
on me, and you can count on everybody at 
Esri to support you and what you do.”


