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Education

 Introductory courses in ArcGIS aided the adoption of the software 
across the campus.

Esri’s 100 African Universities program has quietly been pro-
viding software and learning resources to universities and col-
leges across the continent. The program is about halfway to 
the symbolic goal of 100 universities. (One of its notable suc-
cesses has been Kenyatta University. See the accompanying 
article, “Kenyatta University Quickly Becomes a Center of GIS 
Excellence in Eastern Africa.”)

Who can apply? 
Any African university with a desire to implement GIS at the 
enterprise or university-wide level can apply. University-wide 
means more than just a GIS laboratory. It means that ArcGIS 
is used not only in multiple departments but also in librar-
ies and public spaces where all students and researchers can 
access the software. The IT department must be involved as 
well to provide needed technical support for servers and online 
resources. High-level administration support is also critical 
becase enterprise GIS serves its needs as well. 

How to apply? 
A qualifying university can apply simply by contacting the local 
Esri office and expressing an interest in joining. That office will 
work with the Esri Education Outreach team to formalize the 
application process. The program creates long-term relation-
ships and support structures that can help guarantee the suc-
cessful use of GIS for teaching, research, and administrative 
uses across the university.

Esri’s 100 African 
Universities Program

 The program provides a free enterprise license agreement for 
three years to each participating university. The full complement 
of ArcGIS software is made available through the agreement. After 
that agreement expires, licensing costs are determined by the uni-
versity’s ability to pay. 

Esri’s 100 African Universities Program a Game 
Changer

“The benefit of the 100 African Universities program is very clear,” 
said Onywere. “It provides the opportunity for students and fac-
ulty throughout our university to use ArcGIS in their coursework 
and research. However, Esri is specific in its requirements for uni-
versities to obtain the enterprise license, particularly for computer 
infrastructure, which, I think is very important for the success of a 
campus-wide GIS implementation.”
 Onywere began the application process for the enterprise license 
for Kenyatta University in 2012. He soon determined that the exist-
ing server space at the university was not adequate to support the 
anticipated use of ArcGIS and had to convince the vice chancellor of 
the university to buy additional space. By September 2013, GIS was 
fully available across the entire campus.
 “At that point, I felt a great sense of relief and satisfaction,” said 
Onywere. “The university had put in place the required server in-
frastructure and provided the necessary network access and other 
computing resources needed to enable our staff and students to use 
ArcGIS software in their research.”
 To support the educational needs of students and faculty learn-
ing geospatial technology, Esri provides a wealth of online materials, 
including books, courses, and related course materials as part of the 
100 African Universities program.

Adapting to the Local Learning Environment
“After we explained the benefits of using ArcGIS in their work, the 
students seemed very enthusiastic about learning this new and pow-
erful technology,” said Onywere. “My assumption was that because 
the students are Internet savvy and Esri provided a wide variety of 
online educational materials, they would quickly begin studying the 
available self-tutorials.”
 Much to Onywere’s surprise, this was not the case. “When I no-
ticed that the students who were initially enthusiastic about the op-
portunity to learn ArcGIS were not using it, I started to ask some 
questions. Basically, I found they needed introductory training to 
make them more familiar with the ArcGIS software.”
 Concerned about this stumbling block and the possibility of the 
enterprise license remaining underused after the efforts required to 
have it fully implemented across campus, Onywere began developing 


