DON'T BE A
RIPOFF ARTIST

Avoid copyright infringement when
creating an Esri Story Map app

The most compelling Esri Story Map apps make extensive use of images.
When you are creating a story map, you might be tempted to add to the
visual impact of your map by doing a quick online search and copying or link-
ing to the images you find. While this is certainly easy, it is probably not legal.

Depending on the country, the consequenc-
es of breaking copyright laws can range from
monetary fines to criminal action. Without
pursuing legal action, the owner of a copy-
righted work can request that an Internet
service provider remove infringing content !
under the Digital Millennium Copyright Act
of 1998 (DMCA). This act protects Internet
providers from liability associated with copy-
right infringement by its users.

COPYRIGHT 101

The United States and many other coun-
tries offer legal protection to the
originators of literary, musical,
artistic, and other intellectual
works and their assignees. This
protection allows them to con-
trol reproduction, distribution,
performance, and modification
of their work.

You should assume every
image online is copyrighted be-
cause US law no longer requires
the use of a copyright notice or
copyright mark (©) for a copy-
right to be in force.

If you wish to use a copyrighted
image, you must request and re-
ceive the copyright owner’s per-
mission to use the image. Linking
to a site or providing attribution is
not sufficient. Modifying an image does
not nullify the existing copyright or create
a new copyright that is assigned to you.
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