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APA Foresight –
Learning with the Future

We are not predicting the future; we 
want to learn with it

• Developing a plan to learn and 
prepare

• Understanding the things we can’t 
control that will shape the operating 
environment
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Planners should 
understand this trend 
but it won’t be crucial 

to their work

Planners need to 
prepare for these 

trends to be able to act 
and to stay relevant

Okay to 
dismiss

Planners are aware of 
the potential impacts 

and the severity
of this trend and 

are well prepared for it 

Low impact

Low preparedness

High impact

High preparedness

Trend Prioritization 



planning.org

Planners should 
understand this trend 
but it won’t be crucial 

to their work

Planners need to 
prepare for these 

trends to be able to act 
and to stay relevant

Okay to 
dismiss

Planners are aware of 
the potential impacts 

and the severity
of this trend and 

are well prepared for it 

Low impact

Low preparedness

High impact

High preparedness

Trend Prioritization 



planning.org

Trend Prioritization 



planning.org

The Future of Planning

Future Literacy, 
Foresight, and 

Scenario Planning

Design Thinking
and Agility

Systems ThinkingDiverse Teams Fact-based and 
Inclusive

People-centric and 
Technologically-

advanced
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