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Sophia Garcia

* Lead presenter on civic
engagement in local redistricting

* Involved in GIS and equity work,
previously with the Dolores Huerta
Foundation

* Nationally-recognized leader in
using GIS for Equity and Social
Justice

* Co Vice Chair of the URISA Pro
Equity Social Justice Equity
Committee.
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Redistricting Has Begun

Redistricting is known for statewide process, but local
changes will have greater impact

e Statewide there are three agencies, Assembly, Senate and
Congressional, that comprise 173 districts.

* In LA County Alone there are more than 100 cities and
agencies with districts — over 500 actual seats that need to be

drawn!
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Overview

This presentation will cover a range of topics to facilitate a process
of public education and involvement in a transparent and fair
districting process.

- Fair Maps Act and California’s Voting Rights Act
- Districting vs. Redistricting vs. Gerrymandering
- Traditional Redistricting Principles

- Public Input

- Engagement Opportunities

- Methods for Line Drawing
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FAIR MAPS Act
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Fair Maps Act: AB349

The FAIR MAPS Act increases transparency and
engagement with communities

* Not consider Incumbents / Candidates.

* Not draw districts to advantage or disadvantage a political
party.

 Hold minimum set of hearings, encourage public engagement.

* Posting of all redistricting commission information on a
website that is maintained for the next 10 years.

* Translation available if requested 72 hours in advance

e Redistricting meetings at set time

* Evening/weekend meetings
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What is Districting

Districting is the initial process of creating election district
boundaries.

These boundaries determine:

e Eligibility to run for office — must live within boundaries to
qualify for election.

 Who votes in the election — only voters within the district vote
for their board member.
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What is Redistricting

Redistricting is the process of adjusting district lines every
10 years after the release of the U.S. Census. The well
known examples are Congress and the legislature.

Within the U.S., redistricting has become an extremely
politicized process and been the subject of more high-
profile Supreme Court decisions than any other part of
our elections system.
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What is Gerrymandering

The term Gerrymander came
from a cartoon depicting a

rather serpentine looking district
created by Governor Elbridge Gerry %}
in Massachusetts.
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What is Gerrymandering

There are more recent
examples of gerrymandering,
even in California.

This 2001 Senate District is
a great example.
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What is Gerrymandering

The two primary types of gerrymanders are
Partisan and Racial, but there are more.

Partisan Gerrymandering — current Supreme Court
has determined these non-justiciable but some state
and local laws have stepped in to ban them.

Racial Gerrymandering — courts have repeatedly
found these to be unlawful.

Incumbent Gerrymandering — common in any
redistricting conducted by the agency itself.
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Traditional Redistricting Principles

There are a number of criteria that have been used
nationally and upheld by courts.

* Relatively equal size - people, not citizens

* Contiguous — districts should not hop/jump

* Maintain “communities of interest”

* Follow city/county/local government lines

» Keep districts compact — appearance/function
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Traditional Redistricting Principles

There are a number of criteria that have been used
nationally and upheld by courts.

* Relatively equal size - people, not citizens
 Contiguous — districts should not hop/jump

* Maintain “communities of interest”

* Follow city/county/local government lines

» Keep districts compact — appearance/function
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Communities of Interest

A community of interest includes ethnic and language
minorities and other groups as discussed.

* Many more, including:

e LGBTQ+ Communities

* Senior Citizens or Students
 Downtown / Urban

* Rural or Agricultural

* Homeowners or Renters

e Specific Job Sectors

* Reliance on Services or Facilities
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Communities of Interest

* Does your community have a shared culture, characteristics
or bond?

* Is your community geographic in nature? Is your community
able to be mapped?

* Describe your community’s relationship with the jurisdiction
and how it is affected by the policy decisions made by the
state legislatures.
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Communities of Interes

* Photos
* Maps
e Community of Interest Worksheets

How to Document Your Community of Interest:
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Public Input

Community of Interest testimony is critical to an
open/transparent redistricting process. There are three
timeframes to be thinking of:

Pre-data — from now until release of the PL files. Opportunity for
COl testimony.

Post-data, pre draft lines — after release, but before you can draw
lines. Community gets to draft plans.

After draft lines — Community feedback, suggestions for changes,
alternate plans, more COI Testimony
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Input at Public Hearings

Online hearings of the commission — both business
hearings and outreach meetings should be avenues for
public engagement.

The commission will work
with city staff and s
consultants to develop ‘ S
and implement public
engagement during
commission hearings.
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Online Mapping

Online Mapping tools will be available for the community to
draw their community of interest or potential maps for the

city to consider. rep—

£l

Esri Redistricting

Bringing clarity to the redistricting process
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Online Mapping

There are other mapping tools the public may use.

 These tools are perfectly
appropriate for the community
to use as input.

* Data and maps from these LT representable
programs can be imported to B

our tools and reviewed by the

commission. D RA
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The Methods for Line Drawing

Once the commission can draw draft lines, there are three
primary methods, and they can overlap.

1) Start with a selection of
Public Maps that you make
your draft maps.

2) Direct staff to produce
multiple draft maps.

3) Perform live line-drawing
during a commission hearing.
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The Methods for Line Drawing

The line drawing process does not end with the publishing
of initial draft plans

*  Community input on
draft plans is critical.

e The Commission will notice
a change in the kinds of input
and map feedback it receives
on actual maps.

» 7/-Day posting requirement.
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Public Engagement

Redistricting Commissions can provide new ways to impact
the process.

Attend and Speak Out!

Redistricting commissions

‘l 1
provide greater opportunities %1 rﬁ '\vl‘L’1

for pu blic e ngagement. Public Comment: 877-853-5247 Code: 927 3806 8918 Press *9 to queue
?‘,; AND SO WITH THAT, WE INVITED

SOPHIA GARCIA

More commissions are forming g
now — check with your local city or
school boards.
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Public Engagement

Redistricting has been made more public with rules for public
participation and requirements for open / transparent
process. Redistricting will impact communities for a decade

* Make a connection with
your community about
why redistricting
impacts their lives

 Collaborate with other
partners on education
and outreach
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Public Engagement

Become familiar
with Redistricting
terminology and
help outreach to
your community

* Dialogue with
community

* C(Create FAQs

e Utilize Social Media

Y

KERN COMMU

NITY COLLEGE

DISTRICT (KCCD) FAQ

THE NEXT BOARD MEETING IS APRIL 9TH @1PM

Join by:
p: US:
+13462487799,276691164%
(Computer Audio Only) Meeting
URL: httpsy//cccconfer.zoom.us/i/27669T164
Meeting ID: 276 691 164, then follow the prompt and
pross #f Password; 0131234

Join by Telephot
For higher quality, dial a number based on your
current location. Dial:
US: +1669 900 6833 or +1346 268 7799 or 41253 215
8782 0r 1301715
8592 or +1512 626 6799 or +1 646 876 9925
Moeting ID: 276 691164, then follow the prompt and
press #

Skype for Business (Lync)

WHAT IS REDISTRICTING?
Every ten years governing bedies around the US
are constitutionally required to redraw electora
district boundaries.
WHY IS KCCD REDISTRICTING NOW?
Under the threat of 3 lawsult, KCCD, has agreed
to redraw voting districts, The Dolores Huerta

Foundation (DHF) bel s is an opportunity

to enhance represent. of Latinos and other
under-re; rted communities on the Board of
Trustees and to create equitable districts for
the entire KCCD District
DOLORESTTY
HUERTA ‘o

RDATION
v comn

WHAT DOES THE KCCD BOARD OF
TRUSTEES DO?
The KCC rd serves an area approximately
24,80
largest community college districts in the United
States), se of over 1.28
liment of 45,000
$253

ee main

are miles {making it one of the

serves a populatio

million, has an estimate

students, an anwal budget of ¢

million dollars and in addition to the
campuses operates over 56 satellite campuses

district wide.

WHAT IS A COMMUNITY OF
INTEREST?

A community of Interest is any cohesive group of

people that live in a geographically cefined area
and should be considered as a potential voting
bloc in current of future elections.

WHAT IS DHF ADVOCATING FOR?
3 Majority Latino Districts
Keep Communities of Interest together
Keep North Kern together
Keep Rosedale together
Keep South Kern together
Keep Mountain Communities together

Accept DHF community plan

® N W W

Or medify Plan D District é to ensure South

Kern and Mountain Communities are in separate

districts.

Your Live Video

\ahat does the (ﬂ) boovtl do?
ho ‘N)wem e KCOD
& does vot vediswict vow?
ll o be ot Sn?
Hf 0@t iwolved W the
|‘S Qh m:%"
“ocdth for

&3, katelyn'guest
* ¥ The screenis flipped, the sign is backwards

&3, katelyn_guest
* ¥ Awesome thank you!

' civicdirect

£\ mentoburu

TORY LIVE
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Outreach to local
Latino news
outlets and
reporters

* C(Create
redistricting
content on
multiple platforms

e Communities
listen to peop le oo T e noisy!
they are familiar =

with

&2 maio_jaiio ah
et WE'R’

OING

gLVl
TUNE ™" @SOUTH KERN SOL

AW
d

INTERVIEW ABOUT THE
FIGHT FOR FAIR MAPS

SOPHIA
GARCIA

AT 130 PM
ON 16 LIVE WITH

@ Send Message

ol Verizon = 5:42 PM (-

Q&A: GIS ANALYST
BREAKS DOWN THE
LATEST IN THE KCCD

REDISTRICTING PROCESS

SHARE THIS [ lv Win] B

APRIL 8, 2020 / ELIZABETH SANCHEZ

The Dolores Huerta Foundation is working with
the Kern Community College District during its
redistricting process.

In July of 2019, KCCD was informed it was
violating the California Voting Rights Act, and
because of that, the district must draw new
boundary lines for its districts.

Sophia Garcia, a GIS analyst with DHF, has
taken the lead on this project. She has been
workina to aain public input to help construct a
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Public Engagement

Attend community meetings to
listen and assist with COI forms or
mapping platforms

* (CBOs host monthly meetings and
have a captive audience

* (COlIs can be collected via form, online
platform or verbally.

How to Document Your Community of Interest:

1. What is the nature of the bond or common interest of your community? You can describe
what the common interests of your community are and why or how they are important.

‘\’\NVC Child COre. gence, for C[U.'f“j culdneod
Ldycatin

2. Where is your community located? You can define it by counties, neighborhoeds, streets,
address, a key landmark such as college campus, facility, school, church, or other boundaries.

L e by Jouthn Hign Schwopl
white In, Planz Rd  Bakestield, (A

3. What is the rationale for your community of interest to be used in this community college
redistricting? Please describe how the issues before the college board have a unique impact on
your group.

NOT_enougn Claseed OFfered such gs STIEnces.

One, maylet tuoo e ofessord offer fard+h

satie ang 1S ImposSSriote. TD Gt indp +Huem.
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Contact Information

Sophia Garcia

GIS/Outreach Director
*  Sophia@redistrictingpartners.com



mailto:Sophia@redistrictingpartners.com

@@ REDISTRICTING
@ @ PARTNERS



