
The willingness to experiment with innovative 

approaches to GIS has yielded benefits for 

numerous field-based teaching and research 

activities across the university.  

– Peter Knoop | University of Michigan
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Outline

• Housekeeping

• Urban & Regional Planning and Geodesign support at Esri

• Educators
- Dottie Dewey, Ph.D., Professor, West Chester University

- Shin Kue Ryu, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Idaho State University

- James Sipes, Lecturer in Geodesign, Penn State University

- Dan Meehan, Geodesign Program Manager, Penn State University

• Panel Q & A 

• ArcGIS Urban Updates

• Audience Q&A



Webinar Housekeeping

• Please enter your questions in the 
chat box

• Microphones will be muted

• Q&A session at the conclusion of 
the webinar

• Webinar & slides will be available

• Survey following the webinar



GIS for planners?
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Data & Mapping Public Engagement Analysis & Design



Ways we can work with you.

Webinars

Lectures

Curriculum Resources

Technology Updates

Data

Highlight Successes

Community

Networking



Professor, Department of Geography and 
Planning, West Chester University

Dottie Dewey, Ph.D.



Community 
Viz

City Engine

Geo Planner

City Engine 
VR (UnReal
Engine)

ArcGIS 
Urban

GGeography & Planning

Analysis, Visualization, and 
Engagement with 
ArcGIS Urban



Assistant Professor, Department of Political 
Science, Idaho State University

Shin Kue Ryu, Ph.D.



Integrating ArcGIS into existing Community and Regional Planning course:

Setup

• Integrated it into the Small Area Plan 

exercise

- Due to its urban planning utility, it fit into 

this particularly curriculum discussion 

rather than the Areawide Land Policy Plan

• Write-up instructions

- Because it is so new, students needed a 

written up guidance.  Work with ESRI’s 

team on this regards.

• Ensure that land use scenarios are 

disciplined within the broader 

Comprehensive Plan

- Importance of the how the structure serves 

the local development vision and agenda









Integrating ArcGIS into existing Community and Regional Planning course: 

Experience and Lessons

• Receive parcel data from the county 

- May need cleaning

• 3D visualization of the city helps

- Use to highlight contextualization, remove for speed during assignments

• Mapillary link helps contextualization

- Useful for horizontal view.  However, it is time intensive.

• More analytical spatial layers would enrich and refine scenario formulations

- Analytical spatial layers help better policy design but labor intensive due to local 

customization

• Remind students, structure development is private sector initiative (in the US)

- The scenario presentation needs to be tied with Government tools that are available to 

incentive such vision realization.



Lecturer in Geodesign, Department of 
Landscape Architecture, Penn State University

James Sipes

Geodesign Program Manager, Stuckeman School 
of Architecture and Landscape Architecture, Penn 
State University

Dan Meehan



Utica NY – Revitalizing a Rustbelt City
GEODZ 852  |  LARCH 414



Scenario A
Early Adopter

Scenario B
Late Adopter

Scenario C
Non-Adopter

• Over 150 Institutions involved
• Similar scales and similar systems
• Scenarios based on global 

assumptions and innovations
• Impacts on UN SDG



Hand Drawn Sketches

Digital Tools
• Esri ArcPro
• Esri GeoPlanner
• Esri ArcUrban
• Geodesign Hub
• Esri Arc Online

Studio Format

Support Tools
• Sketchup
• InDesign
• Lumian
• Illustrator
• Photoshop

Focus on 
Design and 
Planning
Objectives, not 
Tools



• Research and Background

• Stakeholders/Values

• Diagrams of Priojects

• Proximity to Hospital



GeoPlanner

• Elaborate on Concepts, Metrics & 
feedback

• Present ideas Hospital Area















Panel Q&A



Esri

Keera Morrish



Improved 3D 

Context

Workflow

Development 

Review

Workflow

New Features

in ArcGIS Urban
The latest release is 

focused on improving 

user experience and 

adding broader platform 

capabilities

• Support for Skyplanes

Integration

Support

Workflow

Community 

Engagement

Workflow

Development 

Potential

Workflow



Resources

• March 2nd at 12 EST – Exploring 
the Urban Environment with 
ArcGIS Urban (GIS in Higher 
Education Chat )

• Geodesign and Urban & 
Regional Planning landing page

• Esri Community – Higher 
Education



Q&A

To connect, please reach out to Brian at: 
bbaldwin@esri.com


