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of tug-of-war that has been going on between and within these GIS
partitions. The interesting thing about tug-of-war is that—unless the
rope breaks—both sides are exhausted in the end.

I'would posit that the schism that has divided the open and closed
source GIS communities must be bridged if we (collectively) are to
succeed with the universal objective of witnessing GIS as ubiqui-
tous—enabling better business and government and neighborhoods.

And imagine no longer taking three minutes to explain GIS to the
unacquainted! (Frankly, I now find myself describing it as “geospa-
tial analytics and intelligent mapping” to those unfamiliar.) If we
lack a unified front in this regard, it can only weaken this objective.
Acrimony can be infectious, spreading like a virus, serving only to
break down the community continuity and unravel all the positive
work and forward strides you all have made. It should not be a choice
of “closed” or “open” taken in isolation. It's based on the best business
model for you and your organization. The most appropriate tool pro-
vides fitness of purpose and ensures the greatest success for those
consuming it, shining a bright light on the solution, the innovator,
and the remarkable technology that enabled it to happen.
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