operations. Nautical miles were calculated
within a couple of minutes to identify the
type of aircraft, payload that could be car-
ried, the distance to each drop location,
and how many rotations that each aircraft
could do based on the weather.

In addition to assisting in the effective
use of air resources, GIS helps determine
where aid is delivered by locating all IDP
camps that require aid from WFP and its
partner NGOs. It also identifies which WFP/
Logistics Cluster service locations used by
partners are free and which locations re-
quire a fee.

Logistics Cluster partners and NGOs have
access to maps with the help of WFP, and the
Logistics Cluster staff have provided better,
more efficient service, in a timely manner
based on needs and requirements. As the
concept operation plan for the Logistics
Cluster was created, a map was compiled
that showed partners where common stor-
age facilities and services were provided.

Easy-to-use maps have been shared
by partners who use the facilities avail-
able at each location. During this emer-
gency, ArcGlIS tools provided tremendous
support for WFP operations as well as
the Logistics Cluster, Food Security and
Livelihoods Cluster, and the Emergency
Telecommunication Cluster in South Sudan.

For more information, contact Peter
Schaller, head of logistics, WFP South
Sudan at Peter.Schaller@wfp.org or the
GIS officer of the WFP Logistics Cluster at
southsudan.logs@logcluster.org.

End Notes

Civil Unrest in
South Sudan

South Sudan, a landlocked country in northeast Africa, is the young-
est nation in the world. In 1982, after a decade-long pause in the
country’s civil war between the north and south, conflict reignited.
Following the death of more than 1.5 million people, a peace agree-
ment between the two sides was signed on July 9, 2011, creating the
Republic of South Sudan. With an estimated population of 10.3 mil-
lion, 90 percent of South Sudanese households depend on crop farm-
ing, animal husbandry, fishing, or forestry for their livelihoods, but
productivity across all these sectors remains minimal.

Peace didn't last long in South Sudan. On the evening of
December 15, 2013, fighting erupted between the two main ethnic
groups spreading beyond the capital city of Juba to Bor and Akobo
in Jonglei State, where two Indian United Nations Mission in South
Sudan (UNMISS) peacekeepers were killed when a UN house was
stormed. By the end of December 2013, civil unrest was reported
in almost all regions, and as a result, tens of thousands of people
fled from their homes to seek shelter in UN-based compounds. By
December 22, 2013, the UN confirmed hundreds of people had been
killed in the conflict and approximately 62,000 people have been
forced to flee their homes in 5 of South Sudan’s 10 states. Of those,
42,000 sought refuge at UN bases. The United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) reports indicated
that the looting of humanitarian compounds and theft of vehicles
impacted UN agencies nationwide.

V By the end of December 2013, civil unrest was reported in most
regions of South Sudan, and thousands had fled their homes to
seek shelter in UN-based compounds.

Photo courtesy of Patrick Noonan, WFP, South Sudan.
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