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What would you say you do here?
Is he still around?

Andy Skinner
• Joined the Esri Mapping Center in 2009

• Now with the Living Atlas Content Team

• Basemaps, color ramps, and all-round map design.

• Working cartographer for longer than I care to remember …

• … with GeoSystems/Mapquest, 

• … and Rand McNally

• askinner@esri.com



What would you say you do here?
I’ll rush through this bit …

John Nelson
• Cartography and UX Design at Esri

• Living Atlas, Story Maps, etc.

• John_Nelson@esri.com

• @john_m_nelson

• esriurl.com/nelson

• esriurl.com/JohnNelsonStories

• www.AdventuresInMapping.com



• Where are they all?
• Context or Content
• Light or Dark?
• Raster or Vector?
• Can I change or make them?
• Am I stuck with Mercator?

BASE‧MAPS



Numbers:

• Topographic Map 185 million visits

• Street Map 60 million visits

• World Boundaries/Places 38 million visits

• World Light Gray (Base only) 34 million visits

• World Dark Gray (Base only) 9.5 million visits

• National Geographic 6 million visits

• Imagery 102 million visits

Basemap usage over the last 12 months



Find Esri, Partner, and User, basemaps. Or submit your own!

Exploring Basemaps
in the Living Atlas





livingatlas.arcgis.com





BASE









esriurl.com/HumanGeographyBase



• Label

• Detail

• Subject

• Base

• Label

• Base
Light Gray Canvas

Basemap

Human Geography
Basemap













esriurl.com/ClarityBase



http://esri.maps.arcgis.com/apps/StorytellingSwipe/index.html?appid=5193316dffd14e03a903b64bcde1c968


MAP















esriurl.com/WGS84Base



Raster Basemaps: ArcGIS Enterprise, ArcGIS Pro, ArcGIS Online

MAP BASE



Vector Basemaps:  ArcGIS Pro, ArcGIS Online

MAP BASE



Swapping out a basemap for another

Exploring Basemaps from 
within the Map Viewer















Curating a custom list of basemaps for your go-to basemap gallery. 
This thing…

Choosing Which Basemaps
Appear for your Organization







What’s the difference?  What’s best for me?

Vector or Raster?



Raster

• “Baked” and cached

• Uniform size

• Increases 4x per standard zoom level

• Imagery

• Baked and tiled images, cached and fetched as users navigate the map



















Vector

• Point, Line, and Polygon geometry served into the browser as tiles

• Data and Styling Rules are dynamic | Tiles Created IN THE BROWSER

• Rapid and Easier Updates

• Lightweight

• Crisp appearance

• Labels stay Horizontally Oriented

• Baked and tiled images, cached and fetched as users navigate the map









Vector Editor

• Styling tool spearheaded by Wesley Jones and Patrick Arlt

• Fast, visual, multiscale, WYSIWYG editor

• Create or modify style

• Unreasonably fun

• Because vector tiles have style rules, you can easily change those style rules!





esriurl.com/VectorTileEditor





esriurl.com/ VectorPowerEditor





https://nation.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=ffbdcb015b6848ec9ac2fff38865c20d


https://nation.maps.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=ffbdcb015b6848ec9ac2fff38865c20d








LivingAtlas.ArcGIS.com
esriurl.com/LivingAtlasBasemaps
esriurl.com/HumanGeographyBase
esriurl.com/DOSbase
esriurl.com/ClarityBase
esriurl.com/WGS84Base

How-Tos and Editors
esriurl.com/VectorTileEditor
esriurl.com/VectorPowerEditor

Documentorium
esriurl.com/DesignBasemaps
esriurl.com/VectorDoc
esriurl.com/BasemapBlog

Andrew Skinner
Askinner@esri.com
https://www.esri.com/arcgis-
blog/author/ajskinner2/

John Nelson
John_Nelson@esri.com
@john_m_nelson
esriurl.com/Nelson
esriurl.com/JohnNelsonStories

https://www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/author/ajskinner2/
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