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GIS allows the peace-building process in Colombia

Colombian Rrom people’s itinerant routes, a tool for peace.

Today:

1. Who the Rrom people are?

2. Creation process of the geographic 

web application.

3. A GIS tool that contributes to peace-

building.

Victim community



A long way to be recognized.

Rrom people in Colombia



Struggling against the ignorance

Colombian Rrom people’s itinerant routes, a tool for peace.

Rrom 
people

Misconceptions

Peaceful 
Community

Wide 
Culture

Long lasting 
itinerant 
tradition

Judicial 
system and 
language.

Organized
in Kumpañy

✓Recognized as a Colombian ethnic group in 1999

✓There are about 5,500 Rrom people in Colombia.

7th and 70th 

articles of 

Constitution



Colombian Rrom people’s itinerant routes, a tool for peace.

Nomadism, a very important part in Rrom culture.

NOMADIC LIFESTYLE:

✓A basic need for Rrom.

✓To migrate is linked to 

income and bonding among 

Kumpañy.



How it has affected to the Rrom people.

Internal armed conflict in Colombia



Internal armed conflict - Effects on itinerancy.

Damage

1. Moral

2. Economic

3. Ethnic and cultural integrity

4. Psychosocial and moral

5. Territorial

6. Social discrimination

Forced displacement

Colombian Rrom people’s itinerant routes, a tool for peace.

Restriction to free movement = CONFINMENT



Repairing the armed conflict victims, an integral reparation.

Colombian Rrom people’s itinerant routes, a tool for peace.

Ethnic Decree
# 4634 o 2011

Law # 1448 of 2011

Unit for Victims
Land 

Restitution Unit

Establishes measures 

for Rrom communities.
Integral Reparation process of 

Rrom people

✓ Compensation

✓ Rehabilitation

✓ Satisfaction

✓ Guarantee of non-repetition



Challenges.

Outlining the itinerancy routes.

• Information

• Methodology

• Approval



The need - Requirements from Direction of Ethnic Affairs - DAE

Colombian Rrom people’s itinerant routes, a tool for peace.

Town?

Coordinate?

Municipality?
Low 

resolution 

images

It was not clear 

the information



Methodology, publication and approval.

Outlining the itinerancy routes.



How the information was gathered?

Colombian Rrom people’s itinerant routes, a tool for peace.

Characterization of the 

damage to Rrom people 

documents

Single Registry of 

Victims (RUV)

Join

Rrom Census held by 

Interior Ministry

First version of the web app “Itinerancy routes of Rrom people”



The approval process

Colombian Rrom people’s itinerant routes, a tool for peace.



The approval process

Colombian Rrom people’s itinerant routes, a tool for peace.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXRlLOpkUJ0


How a GIS tool contributes to peace

To sum up…



A successfully process

Itinerancy routes 
before and after the 
armed conflict and, 

currency routes

Integral Reparation 
process

Recognize the 
Rrom people 

culture

UN sustainable 
development goals

ITINERANCY ROUTES OF RROM PEOPLE IN COLOMBIA, A TOOL FOR PEACE.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X4aB5G2qzc8


Do not hesitate to contact us for further information on:

web page  https://www.unidadvictimas.gov.co/

e-mail rni@unidadvictimas.gov.co

Web Application is available on Unit for Victims geoportal

https://www.unidadvictimas.gov.co/es/geoportal/38885

https://www.unidadvictimas.gov.co/
mailto:rni@unidadvictimas.gov.co
https://www.unidadvictimas.gov.co/es/geoportal/38885
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SPECIAL THANKS TO RROM 

PEOPLE AND RNI STAFF.
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A GIS tool contributes 

to peace.

“Be tolerant of one another and forgive each 

other if  anyone has a complaint against 

another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, 

you also should forgive.”

Colossians 3:13 

SEE PEACE

WHERE 

OTHERS 

CAN’T


