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This was chill:

Using interactive maps in civics 

and government classes



Online mapping 

will be in the news 

for the next two 

years.  We need to 

be prepared to take 

this opportunity to 

engage with 

multiple audiences, 

not only about 

redistricting, but 

also about the 

power of 

geospatial 

technology.



Partners



Overview and Pilot Project

GeoCivics





Why engage with questions about apportionment and redistricting?

• The National Council for the Social Studies (2013) states that “in a 

constitutional democracy productive civic engagement requires knowledge 

of the history, principles, and foundations of our American democracy, and the 

ability to participate in civic and democratic processes”.

• Bringing geographic reasoning to the discussion about political representation 

enables participants to undertake spatial analysis to aid in personal and 

societal decision-making and problem-solving by examining the patterns 

displayed in maps.

• The objective of this project is to support students and community 

members as they explore what kinds of information are needed – in particular 

spatial data – to conduct the apportionment and redistricting process, initially at 

the national level, and subsequently at state and local levels.



Stivers

School 

for the 

Arts

Dayton,

Ohio



GeoCivics

Components
Review state population trends

Examine election process

Create congressional districts

Objective
Provide tools for do-it-yourself redistricting

Introduce general public and students to GIS

Geography Research
Value of interactive, real exercise

Keep geographers at the table to discuss redistricting



What if you don’t have access to a Giant Map?
Driving map and LEGOs



Enumeration
United States Census 1940





https://i.stack.imgur.com/GK2b0.png 115th Congress Congressional Districts



Equal Population

Party Advantage



Introduce Everyone to Online Mapping





Pageviews – www.uccs.edu/geocivics
August 2018 – June 2019



Interest and Use

Survey 123 Results



Funding from National Center for

Research In Geography Education – Ten Sites



Data Collection

1,500 contacts across 27 states

Activities and groundwork

Over 4200 links to ArcGIS Exercises

Pre- and Post-Survey was unsuccessful

Knowledge base is low

Too much time

Survey 1-2-3

Over 600 survey participants

Public engagement and interest



Participants 

and sites in the 

United States

March 2018 –

June 2019



What was 

your role 

during the 

activities?



Why did 

you attend 

this 

event?



List five key pieces of information needed to 

draw maps as part of the redistricting process.



How 

familiar 

with GIS 

were you 

prior to 

this 

activity?



Do you 

feel more 

prepared 

to discuss 

these 

topics?



How 

valuable 

were these 

exercises?



What action 

do you plan 

to take 

following this 

activity?



Use Government and 

Civics GeoInquiries

Collection as a resource 

across multiple 

instructional levels.





GIS as an extension and as a foundation

Next Steps



Create instructions for exercise 

using tract level data.

Introduce to all 50 states.

Continue to share with multiple 

audiences.



GeoCivics contributes to the civic education of students and community 

members by providing knowledge and skills about civic society and 

government systems.  Taking an early active role in the governing process 

suggests that students will be more likely to continue their participation in 

community discussions, which is key to a successful democratic republic.
Joris and Agirdag, 2019

• Promotes knowledge of social, political, and civil institutions, of citizens’ 

rights and responsibilities.

• Promotes the capacity to defend one’s own point of view.

• Develops skills and competencies in conflict resolution.

• Promotes students’ participation in the local community and in school 

life.

• Promotes students’ critical and independent thinking.

• Prepares students for future political participation.



Thank you
Questions?

www.uccs.edu/geocivics

geocivics50@gmail.com


